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B-2996 - B-3001 1835-1837/1870's 
719-737 S. Hanover St. (East side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

The east side of the 700 block of S. Hanover St. is improved by 
a row of 2 1/2 story brick houses built for a working class market in 
1835-1837 by William G. Read and his wife Sophia Howard Read on property 
allotted to her in the division of the real estate of her father John 
Eager Howard. The houses are two bays wide and two rooms deep, with dormer 
windows, and are typical of the type of late versions of Federal-style 
houses built in the area in the late 1830's and early 1840's. 721, 725-727, 
and 729-733 S. Hanover St. all remain in close to their original condition, 
although the facade of the latter group has been stuccoed. 719 and 723 
S. Hanover St. were enlarged and remodeled after the Civil War and now are 
three stories in height with shed roofs and bracketed cornices. The 
large three story high, six bay wide brick corner building at 735-737 
S. Hanover St. with its Italianate-style bracketed cornice and hooded 
lintels, represents either a replacement or enlargement of the original 
2 1/2 story houses on the site and was built in the 1870's to serve the 
same combined commercial/residential function that it does today. 
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This 2 1/2 story brick house was part of an original row of such houses 
occupying this site from the late 1830's. 

The house is 2 1/2 stories in height, 12 1/2' wide and extends back on -
its lot about 45'. The original facade was constructed in Flemish bond, but 
deterioration has necessitated an in-fill of common bond brickwork. The house 
has a low-pitched gable roof covered with tarpaper and a single dormer window 
with a broken pediment design. A plain rectangular chimney rises along the 
south side of the house. There is a simple brick cornice. The original lintels 
and sills of the window and door openings have been filled in with the later 
brickwork. The first floor openings are boarded and the dormer window is empty; 
the second floor openings are filled with what appears to be the original 6/6 
sash. The house stands on a low basement. A square coal openings is located to 
the right of the stoop. Three stone steps originally rose to the entrance, but 
they are now in extremely poor condition. 

The interior plan of 721 S. Hanover St. is essentially identical to that 
of 725-727 S. Hanover St. See under 725-727 S. Hanover St. for further details. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house is significant as being part of a group of 2 1/2 story houses with 
dormer windows built in the late 1830's by Wm. G. Read, the son-in-law of John Eager 
Howard, on vacant land allotted to Read's wife in the division of the real estate 
of her father. The houses are interesting as examples of the late use of design 
characteristics associated with the earlier Federal period. They are Federal in style, 
the only evidence of their later date being the longer, narrower first floor front 
windows (no longer to be seen in this house where parts of the facade have been 
replaced), and interior beaded door and window frames. 

The houses in this group were designed to provide! inexpensive housing for the 
growing number of workers moving into the Federal Hill area to work in waterfront-
related jobs. The floor plan follows the pattern established for earlier working 
class housing in the area, with small front and back rooms on each floor and with 
enclosed, steep, and tightly winding stairs set between the two rooms. The dormer 
story contains one single room. The kitchen was located in a low-ceilinged rear 
addition. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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